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CONFIGURING YOUR DEVICE TO USE GPS  
 
 I f  you have an externa l  GPS rece iver for your 

Windows Mobi le powered device and would l ike 
to run GPS-enabled appl icat ions,  there are 
some set t ings you may need to conf igure 
before your device wi l l  funct ion proper ly.  

 

Windows Mobile 
 

Windows Embedded CE - 

   

A Setting Up a Bluetooth 

Connection 

 

 

 I f  your GPS receiver connects to your Windows Mobile powered device via Bluetooth, you 
wil l  need to configure the connection using the Bluetooth Control Panel i tem. The 
following walkthrough demonstrates how to set up this  connection, but you should 
consult the documentation for your GPS receiver to see if  any additional steps are 
needed.  
 

 From the Start  menu, cl ick Settings .  On the 
Connections  tab, c l ick  the Bluetooth icon.  

 

   
 Turn on your GPS Receiver .   

   
 On the Devices  tab, c l ick Add New Device…  

The sett ings appl icat ion wi l l  search for  your 
device.  
 
When i t  is  found, c l ick Next .  
 

 

   
 Your GPS receiver  may require a passcode in 

order to create  a secure connect ion. Consult  
your receiver documentat ion for th is code.  
 
Enter the code and cl ick Next .  
 

 

http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/library/bb158600.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/library/bb158600.aspx
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 On the Partnership Settings  screen, se lect  

Serial  Port  and c l ick Next .  
 

 

   
 Select the Mode  tab and check the Turn on 

Bluetooth  checkbox i f  i t  is not a lready 
checked.  
 

 

   
 Select the COM Ports  tab and cl ick New 

Outgoing Port .  
 

 

   
 Select your rece iver  f rom the Add a Device  l ist  

and cl ick Next.  
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 From the Port  d rop-down l ist ,  select  a por t  
number.  Remember the port  you choose. You 
wi l l  need i t  when you conf igure the GPS 
Intermediate Dr iver.  
 

 

   
 Cl ick Finish  and ex it  the Bluetooth Control  

Panel i tem.  

 

   

B Configuring the GPS Intermediate Driver with the GPS Settings 

Icon 

 
 The GPS Intermediate Driver is a  software layer between a Windows Mobile  application 

and the GPS hardware drivers. This  al lows applications to work with a variety of GPS 
hardware.  The GPS Intermediate Driver uses the registry to determine what COM port 
should be used to communicate with the GPS hardware. The recommended way to 
configure the registry to work with your GPS d evice is the GPS Settings icon.  For 
detailed information about the GPS Intermediate Driver and the associated registry 
settings, see GPS Intermediate Driver .  
 

 Using the GPS Settings Icon   

   
 From the Start  menu, cl ick Settings .  On the 

System  tab, c l ick the External GPS  icon. On 
some devices, th is i tem has a d i f ferent name. 
See the notes below.  
 

 

   
 On the Programs  tab, select  any ava i lab le 

COM port  f rom the GPS Program Port  d rop-
down l ist .  The GPS data sent through the GPS 
Intermediate Dr iver is streamed to appl icat ions 
through th is port .  Th is should not be the same 
port  that your GPS receiver  is  conf igured to 
use.  
 

 

   

http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/library/bb158600.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/library/bb158600.aspx
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/library/bb202086.aspx
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 On the Hardware  tab, select  the COM port  your 
GPS rece iver is conf igured to use f rom the 
GPS Hardware Port  d rop-down l is t .  
 

 

   
 On the Access  tab, make sure that the Manage 

GPS Automatically  checkbox is checked.  
 

 

   
 NOTE:  

Devices running Windows Mobile 6 Professional include the External GPS i tem in the 
Settings panel.  Devices running Windows Mobile 6 Standard do not include this item.  
 
However,  the Windows Mobile 6 Standard SDK includes an appl ication, called 
Settings.exe that al lows you to configure the GPS Intermediate Driver.  The default  
installation location for this application is:   
C:\Program Files\Windows Mobile 6 SDK\Tools\GPS.  
 
Copy this applicat ion to your device using ActiveSync, then click the application's ic on 
to launch the program.  

   

C Windows Mobile 6 Standard GPS Setup 

 
 From Fi le Explorer ,  navigate to  

Device>Program Files>TiesMobile6 and run 
the Sett ings.exe  to launch the GPS 
Conf igurat ion.  

 

   
 

How do I  set up an outgoing Bluetooth COM port?  

   
 The New Outgoing Port  menu command is 

avai lab le only i f  one or  more Bluetooth -
connected devices supports ser ia l  (COM) 
connect ions.  
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 Make sure that your device is current ly 

connected to the other device via B luetooth.  
 
On the Home screen, c l ick Start  > Settings > 
Bluetooth .   
 
Cl ick Bluetooth > Menu > COM Ports .   
 
Cl ick Menu > New Outgoing Port .   
 
 

 

   
 Select a numbered COM port  f rom the l ist .   

I f  the port  cannot be created, i t  is in use. 
Select  a d i f ferent numbered port .   
 
To use th is COM port  to communicate only  wi th 
devices with which your device has a B luetooth 
partnership,  select  the Secure Connection  
check box.   
 
Cl ick Done .  

 

   

D Windows Mobile 5 Setup 

 

 

 IF GPS is not visible in Settings, Login to the TiesMoblie6 Application for the first t ime 
and then Exit.   The application wil l  attempt to UNHIDE the GPS icon for  your use.  
 

 


